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(57) ABSTRACT

A maneuvering aid for a vehicle has a lighting device
configured to at least partially illuminate at least an under-
lying surface under the vehicle and/or a vehicle bodywork.
A control device configured to control the lighting device in
order to activate and/or deactivate same. The control device
is configured to control the lighting device at least as a
function of a vehicle speed and/or of a vehicle acceleration
and/or of a distance of the vehicle from a roadway boundary
or an obstacle in the roadway. A corresponding method, a
corresponding vehicle, and a headlight assembly are
described as well.

18 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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MANEUVERING AID, METHOD, AND
HEADLIGHT DEVICE FOR A UTILITY
VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the priority, under 35 U.S.C.
§119, of German patent application DE 10 2010 044 658.0,
filed Sep. 8, 2010; the prior application is herewith incor-
porated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a maneuvering aid for a vehicle,
in particular for a utility vehicle, comprising lighting device
which is configured to at least partially illuminate at least an
underlying surface underneath the vehicle and/or a vehicle
bodywork, and comprising a control device which is con-
figured to control the lighting device in order to activate
and/or deactivate same.

Furthermore, the invention relates to a method for carry-
ing out maneuvering assistance for a vehicle, in particular
for a utility vehicle, in which a lighting device that is
configured to illuminate at least an underlying surface under
the vehicle and/or a vehicle bodywork is controlled in order
to activate and/or deactivate the same.

Furthermore, the invention relates to a vehicle, in par-
ticular a utility vehicle, comprising such a maneuvering aid.

In addition, the invention relates to a headlight device for
a vehicle having lighting means which are configured to at
least partially illuminate the surroundings of a vehicle and
an underlying surface under the vehicle and/or a vehicle
bodywork.

A maneuvering aid of the generic type which forms part
of the prior art and a corresponding method of the generic
type are known, for example, from commonly assigned
German patent DE 41 19 436 C2. The maneuvering aid
described therein is provided in particular for utility
vehicles, preferably for trucks. The truck which is equipped
with this maneuvering aid has, for the purpose of assisting
a maneuvering operation, not only exterior rear view mirrors
but also what is referred to as a driving off mirror on the
front seat passenger side of said truck. This driving off
mirror permits a driver of the truck to be able to look into a
prescribed minimum field of vision which is bounded by the
driving off mirror and which comprises at least partially the
underlying surface under the vehicle, in particular a road-
way, as well as the truck or the truck bodywork. Further-
more, the maneuvering aid according to DE 41 19 436 C2
comprises additional lighting device, which are provided
alongside the vehicle standard lighting system, are assigned
to the driving off mirror for illuminating or lighting the
minimum field of vision and are embodied in this case as
additional headlights. These additional headlights are pro-
vided alongside the abovementioned vehicle standard light-
ing system, which comprises, in particular, main beam
headlights and/or dipped headlights. The additional head-
lights are configured to illuminate the underlying surface
under the vehicle or the roadway in order to sufficiently light
the predefined minimum field of vision bounded by the
driving off mirror. The activation of these additional head-
lights for lighting the minimum field of vision can be
coupled, for example, to the activation of the main beam
headlight or the dipped headlight. Likewise it is possible to
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provide that the additional headlights can also be activated
separately and independently by the driver activating them
via a correspondingly provided switch.

Although the maneuvering aid which is known from DE
41 19 436 C2 thus permits the safety for the driver to be
increased by permitting the driver of the utility vehicle to
look into the minimum field of vision better even when
traveling under unfavorable light conditions and weather
conditions, the activation and deactivation of the additional
headlights depend exclusively on the driver’s subjective
estimation. In at least some, and possibly also critical,
driving situations it should at least not be left exclusively to
the driver to decide about the necessity of activating and
deactivating the additional headlight.

Furthermore, German laid-open, non-prosecuted patent
application DE 10 2004 060 026 Al discloses a lighting
device for a vehicle which forms part of the prior art. In this
case, in addition to the conventional reversing lamps or the
conventional reversing lighting system, which is switched
on when the reversing gearspeed is engaged, a further or
additional reversing light is provided. The activation or
deactivation of this additional reversing light is also coupled
to the engagement of the reversing gearspeed of the vehicle.
In particular, this additional reversing light is activated when
the reversing gearspeed of the vehicle is engaged. This
reversing light is preferably embodied as a spotlight and is
arranged and oriented in such a way that it selectively lights
a space located laterally behind the vehicle. As a result, it is
possible for the driver to perceive roadway markings and
curbstone edgings and other obstacles even when the ambi-
ent lighting is poor. Furthermore, the activation and deacti-
vation of this additional reversing light can also be depen-
dent on a predetermined steering wheel lock or steering
wheel lock angle of the vehicle.

In addition, German patent DE 102 48 650 B4 discloses
a maneuvering aid for a vehicle in which lighting device for
illuminating at least one underlying surface under the
vehicle are provided, which lighting device can be activated
when a reversing gearspeed of the vehicle is engaged, the
doors of the vehicle are unlocked or as a function of the
interior lighting of the vehicle. The lighting device of this
maneuvering aid which forms part of the prior art can be
provided in particular in lighting devices, such as for
example a headlight, rear light etc., which are provided in
any case on or in the vehicle, or can use the light source
thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is accordingly an object of the invention to provide a
maneuvering aid for a utility vehicle which overcomes the
above-mentioned disadvantages of the heretofore-known
devices and methods of this general type and which provides
for an improved such maneuvering aid as well as methods
for carrying out maneuvering assistance for vehicles, in such
a way that the safety during maneuvering operations is
increased by improved activation and deactivation of the
maneuvering aid.

With the foregoing and other objects in view there is
provided, in accordance with the invention, a maneuvering
aid for a vehicle, in particular for a heavy-duty utility
vehicle. The maneuvering aid comprises:

a lighting device configured to at least partially illuminate
one or both of an underlying surface underneath the vehicle
and a vehicle bodywork; and

a control device connected to and controlling said lighting
device between activation and deactivation, said control
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device being configured to control said lighting device in
dependence on at least one parameter selected from the
group consisting of a vehicle speed, a vehicle acceleration,
a distance of the vehicle from a roadway boundary, and an
obstacle in the roadway.

In other words, the maneuvering aid according to the
invention is based on the generic prior art by virtue of the
fact that the control device is configured to control the
lighting device at least as a function of a vehicle speed
and/or of a vehicle acceleration and/or of a distance of the
vehicle from a roadway boundary or an obstacle in the
roadway. The maneuvering aid according to the invention
accordingly comprises a lighting device, or lighting means,
embodied as a maneuvering aid lighting system and whose
activation and deactivation does not depend directly on
activation by the driver or the subjective estimation of the
driving situation by the driver. Instead, the maneuvering aid
lighting system is activated automatically at least in some
cases in which a maneuvering operation is assumed, in order
to light a corresponding minimum field of vision or field of
lighting. The maneuvering aid according to the invention
performs the activation and deactivation at least partially as
a function of ambient conditions of the vehicle and of the
driving behavior of the vehicle. In particular, the vehicle
speed is therefore taken into account during the activation or
deactivation of the lighting device. For example, it is pos-
sible to infer that a maneuvering operation of the vehicle is
occurring if the vehicle has a relatively low vehicle speed
over a certain time period. In this case, the control device
actuates the lighting device in order to activate same. On the
other hand, in another case in which the vehicle has, for
example, a relatively high vehicle speed over a certain time
period, the control device concludes that a normal journey
by the vehicle is taking place and deactivates the lighting
device or maintains the deactivated state of the lighting
device. However, it is also conceivable for the lighting
device not to be activated by the control device particularly
when there is a very low vehicle speed; for example if the
vehicle is in a persistent stationary state, for example owing
to a red phase of a traffic light, the control device does not
conclude that a maneuvering operation of the vehicle is
taking place, and said control device therefore prevents
activation of the lighting device.

Accordingly, the above statements relating to the vehicle
speed being taken into account also apply to the vehicle
acceleration being taken into account. When the vehicle
acceleration is extremely low, the control device preferably
concludes that a maneuvering operation of the vehicle is
occurring; in particular when the direction of the accelera-
tion changes relatively frequently over a specific time
period, for example due to a change in the direction or
reversal in the direction.

In this context, it is particularly preferred to take into
account both the vehicle speed and the vehicle acceleration,
as a result of which more reliable conclusions can be drawn
about maneuvering operation of the vehicle. In order to
detect the vehicle speed and the vehicle acceleration, it is
possible, for example, to use sensors which are known to a
person skilled in the art and which are either installed
additionally on the vehicle or else are already present in the
vehicle in any case. For example, a speed sensor—which is
well known to those of skill in the art—can be used to detect
the vehicle speed, and an acceleration sensor which is well
known as well can be used to detect the vehicle acceleration.

Furthermore, according to the invention distances of the
vehicle from one or more roadway markings or one or more
obstacles in the roadway are also taken into account in the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

assessment as to whether the lighting device are to be
activated or deactivated. In addition to taking into account
the distance of the vehicle from a roadway marking or an
obstacle in the roadway, the vehicle speed and preferably
also the vehicle acceleration are preferably also additionally
included in the assessment as to whether the lighting device
is to be activated. For example, given a sufficiently low
vehicle speed and preferably corresponding vehicle accel-
eration and a relatively short distance of the vehicle from a
roadway marking or an obstacle in the roadway, the control
device can conclude that a maneuvering operation of the
vehicle is occurring. Roadway boundaries can be, in par-
ticular, roadway markings such as, for example, road mark-
ings or ground markings which take the form of colored
markings on the surface of traffic areas of the road traffic. In
addition, roadway boundaries can, however, also be road-
way directing devices, in particular reflector posts or guide
posts, which constitute traffic installations that serve to
better delineate, and form the profile of, the roadway.
Furthermore, roadway boundaries can be formed, in par-
ticular, by crash barriers or safety barriers. Roadway
obstacles can, on the other hand, be any obstacles, for
example parked vehicles, road signs, traffic light installa-
tions, fire hydrants, etc. The distance from the roadway
boundaries or the obstacles in the roadway is preferably
determined by distance sensors, for example radar sensors or
the like, which are known to a person skilled in the art, with
a photosensor being preferably also used to identify the
corresponding roadway markings or obstacles in the road-
way when required and to differentiate them from other
detected objects which are not of more interest; it is con-
ceivable, for example, for photosensors to detect roadway
markings and for distance sensors to determine the corre-
sponding distance when roadway markings are present; it is
possible, for example, to provide that a distance from the
vehicle bodywork to a corresponding roadway marking,
lying in a parallel plane to the underlying surface under the
vehicle, is determined on the basis of the distance sensor. In
addition it is conceivable that the photosensor is, inter alia,
also used to determine the light conditions in the surround-
ings of the vehicle. On this basis, the control device can
draw conclusions about whether or not it is necessary to
activate the lighting device.

The maneuvering aid according to the invention can
advantageously be developed in such a way that the control
device is configured to control the lighting device addition-
ally at least as a function of engagement of a reverse gear of
the vehicle and/or a switching on of a vehicle lowbeam (i.e.,
dipped headlight) and/or of a steering wheel angle. Of
course, it may be appropriate, in at least some cases also to
additionally apply the activation and deactivation conditions
known from the prior art in the maneuvering aid according
to the invention in order to permit the lighting device of the
maneuvering aid according to the invention to be activated
and deactivated as a function of both vehicle-state-specific
parameters and at least partially of vehicle-surroundings-
specific parameters. This can lead in certain cases to synergy
and/or particularly advantageous and reliable automatic acti-
vation of the lighting device of the maneuvering aid; the
activation of the lighting device of the maneuvering aid is,
for example, not absolutely necessary and desired at every
relatively large steering wheel lock angle but a maneuvering
operation of the vehicle can be inferred on the basis of the
abovementioned activation and deactivation conditions
according to the invention, such as a low vehicle speed with
a large steering wheel lock angle. The same applies accord-
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ingly also to the engagement of a reverse gearspeed and to
the switching on of a vehicle dipped headlight.

Furthermore, the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can be implemented in such a way that the control
device is configured to control the lighting device in order to
activate same when the vehicle speed drops below a prede-
termined vehicle speed and/or the vehicle acceleration drops
below a predetermined vehicle acceleration. In particular, in
this case it is advantageous to activate the lighting device of
the maneuvering aid when the vehicle speed drops below,
for example, a relatively low speed, in particular walking
pace, since in this case a maneuvering operation of the
vehicle takes place with increased probability. For example,
the lighting device of the maneuvering aid are activated at a
speed of the vehicle below 3.6 km/h (e.g., 2.2 mph). In
addition to taking into account the vehicle speed, the vehicle
acceleration is preferably also used. For example, it is
possible to assume with increased probability that the
vehicle at low vehicle speeds and low vehicle accelerations
is carrying out a maneuvering operation. Furthermore, in
this context it is also conceivable that the above-mentioned
activation conditions have to be present for a predetermined
time period before the lighting device are activated by the
control device. For example, in this case it is possible to
provide that, at a vehicle speed of virtually 0 km/h, which is,
furthermore, present for a time period of a plurality of
seconds, it is assumed that a maneuvering operation of the
vehicle is not being performed but rather it is possibly
concluded that the vehicle is in a stationary state, for
example owing to a red phase of a traffic light.

Furthermore, the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can be implemented in such a way that the control
device is configured to control the lighting device in order to
deactivate same when the vehicle speed exceeds a prede-
termined vehicle speed and/or the vehicle acceleration
exceeds a predetermined vehicle acceleration. In contrast to
the case described above, when a certain vehicle speed is
exceeded, for example when the walking pace is exceeded,
the lighting device of the maneuvering aid according to the
invention are deactivated, since the control device can then
assume that no maneuvering operation is being performed
by the vehicle. In such a case, it is particularly advantageous
to include the vehicle acceleration in the assessment regard-
ing the deactivation of the lighting device since, even in the
case of relatively high vehicle accelerations over a prede-
termined time period it is possible to assume that a maneu-
vering operation is not being performed by the vehicle but
rather that the vehicle is being accelerated to the normal,
prescribed vehicle speed.

Furthermore, the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can be implemented in such a way that the control
device is configured to control the lighting device in order to
activate same when the distance of the vehicle from the
roadway boundary or the obstacle in the roadway drops
below a predetermined distance. In this case it is particularly
advantageous to activate the lighting device of the maneu-
vering aid according to the invention when the vehicle is
very close to a roadway boundary, such as a roadway
marking, a reflector post or a crash barrier, that is to say the
distance from the roadway boundary decreases and drops
below a predetermined distance. This distance may be, for
example, 30 cm (e.g., <1 ft) between the vehicle bodywork
and the roadway marking. In addition to taking into account
the above-mentioned distance, the vehicle speed is prefer-
ably also considered. This is because it may frequently be
the case that although the vehicle is located close to roadway
boundaries such as roadway markings, reflector posts or
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crash barriers and at the same time drops below the prede-
termined distance, no maneuvering operation is actually
being performed. In this case, it is particularly preferred to
continue to check whether the vehicle speed exceeds a
predetermined vehicle speed. On this basis it is then possible
to assess whether the vehicle is traveling at full speed ahead
or a maneuvering operation is being performed in which the
predetermined distance is also undershot. It is likewise
conceivable for lighting by the lighting device to be imple-
mented only at the locations at which the predetermined
distance is undershot; for example, the lighting device can
comprise a plurality of headlights, in which case only the
headlight at which undershooting of the distance is detected
the above-mentioned is activated.

In addition, the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can also be embodied in such a way that the control
device is configured to control the lighting means in order to
deactivate same when the distance of the vehicle from the
roadway boundary or the obstacle in the roadway exceeds a
predetermined distance. In contrast to the case described
above, the lighting device is deactivated when the predeter-
mined distance between the vehicle and the roadway mark-
ings is exceeded. However, in this case the vehicle speed is
also preferably additionally taken into account so that
despite any large distance of the vehicle from roadway
boundaries or obstacles in the roadway, activation can be
performed, for example when the vehicle speed is relatively
low and when further activation conditions are met.

Furthermore, the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can also be developed in such a way that the lighting
device is embodied by a maneuvering aid lighting system
which is configured to be controlled by the control device,
separately from a vehicle standard lighting system. In this
case, the vehicle standard lighting system can comprise all
the lighting device which are customarily provided in the
vehicle, in particular the utility vehicle such as a truck. The
abovementioned vehicle standard lighting system preferably
comprises a full beam headlight for lighting the roadway, a
dipped headlight or lowbeam headlight for lighting the
roadway to a certain degree and at the same time to avoid
dazzling, for example, the oncoming traffic and other road
users, a parking light or side light which usually illuminates
together with the lowbeam headlight or hi-beam headlight so
that even if, for example, a lowbeam headlight fails at least
the contours of the vehicle in question can be seen by the
oncoming traffic, a parking light for a parked state of the
vehicle, a travel direction indicator or flashing indicator
light, a fog light, a turning indicator light, a wide beam light,
which optionally constitutes an additional full beam head-
light, daytime running lights, tail lights, which are usually
activated together with the dipped headlight, brake lights,
reflectors, number plate lighting, rear fog lights, reversing
lamps, which are, in particular, white in color but which emit
light only when the reverse gearspeed is engaged, etc. The
lighting device of the maneuvering aid according to the
invention are particularly preferably embodied as separate or
additional headlights, i.e. in addition to the abovementioned
vehicle standard lighting system; the maneuvering aid light-
ing system of the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion can likewise be embodied so as to correspond to the
maneuvering aid headlights which are described in the
abovementioned German patent DE 41 19 436 C2, the
content of which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety. Alternatively, the maneuvering lighting can also be
arranged in already present lighting means of the vehicle
standard lighting system, such as have been described
above. For example, the lighting device of the maneuvering
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aid can be lighting device of the vehicle standard lighting
system which therefore carry out a plurality of functions, i.e.
in addition to the customary function they also carry out the
maneuvering aid lighting function. It is likewise, however,
also conceivable that the lighting device are additionally or
separately integrated into a headlight which forms part of the
vehicle standard lighting system.

The method of the generic type is based on the prior art
of the generic type by virtue of the fact that the lighting
device is controlled at least as a function of a vehicle speed
and/or a vehicle acceleration and/or a distance of the vehicle
from a roadway boundary or an obstacle in the roadway. As
a result, the properties and advantages mentioned in con-
junction with the maneuvering aid according to the inven-
tion come about in the same way or a similar way, for which
reason, in order to avoid repetitions, reference is made to the
corresponding statements relating to the maneuvering aid
according to the invention.

The same applies accordingly also to the following pre-
ferred embodiments of the method according to the inven-
tion, wherein, in order to avoid repetitions, reference is also
made in this regard to the corresponding statements relating
to the maneuvering aid according to the invention.

The method according to the invention can be advanta-
geously embodied in such a way that the lighting device is
additionally controlled at least as a function of engagement
of a reverse gearspeed of the vehicle and/or a switching on
of a vehicle lowbeam headlight and/or of a steering wheel
turn angle.

The method according to the invention can also be
advantageously configured in such a way that the lighting
device is controlled so as to be activated when the vehicle
speed drops below a predetermined vehicle speed and/or the
vehicle acceleration drops below a predetermined vehicle
acceleration.

In addition, the method according to the invention can be
implemented in such a way that the lighting device is
controlled so as to be deactivated when the vehicle speed
exceeds a predetermined vehicle speed and/or the vehicle
acceleration exceeds a predetermined vehicle acceleration.

Furthermore, the method according to the invention can
be implemented in such a way that the lighting device is
controlled so as to be activated when the distance of the
vehicle from the roadway marking or the obstacle in the
roadway drops below a predetermined distance.

Furthermore, the method according to the invention can
be embodied in such a way that the lighting device is
controlled so as to be deactivated when the distance of the
vehicle from the roadway marking or the obstacle in the
roadway exceeds a predetermined distance.

In addition, the method according to the invention can be
developed in such a way that the lighting device which is
embodied by a maneuvering aid lighting system are con-
trolled separately from a vehicle standard lighting system.

The vehicle according to the invention comprises the
maneuvering aid according to the invention which is
explained above and which is preferably suitable for carry-
ing out the method according to the invention.

The headlight device according to the invention is based
on the generic prior art by virtue of the fact that the lighting
device for lighting the surroundings of the vehicle (i.e., first
lighting means) and the lighting device for lighting the
underlying surface under the vehicle and/or the vehicle
bodywork (i.e., second lighting means) are separated by a
dividing wall in order to illuminate at least partially different
areas. In the alternative, or in addition, the first and second
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lighting means are embodied as direction-dependent lighting
device for respective direction-dependent illumination of at
least partially different areas.

The headlight device according to the invention can be
advantageously developed in such a way that the lighting
device are embodied by one or more elements from the
group comprising an incandescent lamp, gas discharge lamp,
arc lamp and light emitting diode.

Furthermore, the headlight device according to the inven-
tion can be implemented in such a way that the lighting
device are constructed with the same design or with mutu-
ally different designs.

Other features which are considered as characteristic for
the invention are set forth in the appended claims.

Although the invention is illustrated and described herein
as embodied in a maneuvering aid for a utility vehicle, it is
nevertheless not intended to be limited to the details shown,
since various modifications and structural changes may be
made therein without departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion and within the scope and range of equivalents of the
claims.

The construction and method of operation of the inven-
tion, however, together with additional objects and advan-
tages thereof will be best understood from the following
description of specific embodiments when read in connec-
tion with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 illustrates a first exemplary embodiment of a
maneuvering aid according to the invention which is suitable
for carrying out the method according to the invention; and

FIG. 2 illustrates a second exemplary embodiment of the
maneuvering aid according to the invention which is suitable
for carrying out the method according to the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to the figures of the drawing in detail and
first, particularly, to FIG. 1 thereof, there is shown a maneu-
vering aid 10 according to the invention according to a first
exemplary embodiment of the invention. The novel maneu-
vering aid 10 is provided in this case for a utility vehicle, in
particular for a truck or heavy truck. As is apparent from
FIG. 1, the maneuvering aid according to the invention
comprises lighting device which, in this exemplary embodi-
ment are embodied in the form of a headlight which, in the
activated state, lights a region or a lighting field 20 which is
to be lit and which comprises at least partially an underlying
surface underneath the vehicle and at least partially a utility
vehicle section or a utility vehicle bodywork section 12. The
utility vehicle section can be embodied here, for example by
a trailer, a semitrailer, a traction engine, a truck tractor etc.
In particular, the headlight in this exemplary embodiment is
embodied by a maneuvering aid lighting system which is
provided alongside or in addition to a vehicle standard
lighting system which is usually provided on the vehicle.
The lighting device which is embodied as headlight(s)
comprise a lamp covering glass or a headlight glass 16
which in this exemplary embodiment is arranged and
attached on the utility vehicle section 12. Furthermore,
lighting device 14 are arranged in the headlight glass 16,
which lighting device 14 can be embodied as one or more
incandescent lamps, gas discharge lamps, arc lamps, lumi-
nescent diodes or light emitting diodes (LEDs) etc., which
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are known to a person skilled in the art. Furthermore, a
dividing wall 18 is arranged in the headlight glass 16 in such
a way that two spaces are formed in the headlight, specifi-
cally an upper and a lower space as shown in FIG. 1, wherein
the lighting device 14 are located in the lower space. In
contrast, no lighting device are provided in the upper space.
However, the dividing wall 18 in this exemplary embodi-
ment is at least partially translucent or embodied as a light
filter, with the result that the headlight can be used or
adapted to light a further lighting field. In order to control the
lighting device in order to activate it in order to light the
lighting field 20 and to deactivate it in order to bring about
a switched-off state, the maneuvering aid 10 according to the
invention also has a control device or a controller 22 which
is known to a person skilled in the art, is coupled to the
lighting device 14 in a way known to a person skilled in the
art, for example by means of electrical lines, in order to
activate and/or deactivate said lighting device 14, and can
switch the lighting device on and off. The control device 22
can be provided additionally or separately for the maneu-
vering aid 10 or else can be part of a control system which
is located in the utility vehicle in any case.

During operation, the maneuvering aid 10 according to
the invention carries out the method according to the inven-
tion for carrying out the maneuvering assistance of the
utility vehicle, which occurs as follows.

The control device 22 controls the lighting device or the
maneuvering aid lighting system which is embodied as
headlight(s) as a function, inter alia, of a vehicle speed
and/or a vehicle acceleration and/or a distance of the vehicle
from a roadway marking and/or an obstacle in the roadway.
For this purpose, the control device 22 continuously moni-
tors, by a means of speed sensors, acceleration sensors and
distance and photosensors (not illustrated) which are known
to a person skilled in the art, the current or instantaneous
vehicle speed, the current vehicle acceleration and the
current distance of the vehicle or of the vehicle bodywork
from roadway boundaries and roadway obstacles. Roadway
boundaries are, for example, roadway markings, reflector
posts, crash barriers, curbstones, etc., and obstacles in the
roadway are, for example, parked vehicles and further
possible obstacles on the roadway or near to the roadway
such as stop light systems, road signs, hydrants etc.

The control device 22 activates the maneuvering lighting
system in this exemplary embodiment at least when the
instantaneously sensed vehicle speed drops below a prede-
termined vehicle speed, for example walking pace. In addi-
tion, the control device 22 takes into account the vehicle
acceleration and also activates the maneuvering lighting
system only when the vehicle acceleration drops below a
predetermined vehicle acceleration.

Conversely, the control device 22 deactivates the maneu-
vering lighting system or keeps it deactivated when the
vehicle speed exceeds the predetermined vehicle speed, for
example the walking pace. In addition, the control device 22
takes into account the vehicle acceleration and deactivates
the maneuvering lighting system or keeps it activated when
the vehicle acceleration exceeds the predetermined vehicle
acceleration even though the instantaneous vehicle speed
drops below the predetermined vehicle speed.

The control device 22 preferably also takes into account
a predetermined time period in which the vehicle speed and
the vehicle acceleration must at least be present in order to
activate the lighting device.

In addition, the control device 22 takes into account the
distance of the vehicle from roadway boundaries and road-
way obstacles and activates the maneuvering lighting system
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when the distance of the vehicle from the roadway boundary
or the obstacle in the roadway drops below a predetermined
distance. In particular, the control device 22 also takes into
account the instantaneous vehicle speed here and assesses,
on the basis of the instantaneous vehicle speed and the
current distance, whether the maneuvering lighting system is
to be activated; in particular, the maneuvering lighting
system is activated when the vehicle speed drops below the
predetermined vehicle speed and the instantaneous distance
drops below the predetermined distance. In contrast, the
maneuvering lighting system is not activated when the
vehicle speed exceeds the predetermined vehicle speed even
though the instantaneous distance drops below the prede-
termined distance.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown a maneuvering
aid 10 according to the invention according to a second
exemplary embodiment of the invention. The maneuvering
aid 10 according to the invention according to the second
exemplary embodiment differs from the maneuvering aid 10
according to the first exemplary embodiment only in that
two separate lighting devices 24 and 14 are integrated into
the upper and lower space of the headlight which light
different areas. In this case, the dividing wall 18 is of opaque
design so that both lighting device 14, 24 are assigned to
their separate areas to be lit. Correspondingly, the controller
22 is coupled to both lighting devices 14, 24 in order to bring
about their activation and deactivation, as explained in
relation to the lighting device 14 of the first exemplary
embodiment. For example, the lighting device 24 can be part
of the vehicle standard lighting system and can light or
illuminate the surroundings of the vehicle according to the
regulations. In contrast, the lighting device 14 can be
provided for lighting or illuminating the underlying surface
under the vehicle and/or partially the vehicle bodywork
according to the regulations, i.e. for lighting a different area
from that lit by the lighting device 24.

For example, the lighting devices 14 and 24 in this
exemplary embodiment can each be embodied as one or
more incandescent lamps, gas discharge lamps, arc lamps,
luminescent diodes or light emitting diodes (LEDs), or the
like. Preferably, however, the lighting devices 14 and 24 are
each embodied as one or more light emitting diodes (LEDs).
Correspondingly, the lighting devices 24 which are embod-
ied as one or more light emitting diodes can serve, for
example, for lighting the surroundings of the vehicle. In
contrast, the lighting devices 14 which are embodied as one
or more light emitting diodes can serve, for example, for
lighting at least the underlying surface underneath the
vehicle and, preferably, also a part of the vehicle bodywork.
In the case of lighting of the lateral surroundings of the
vehicle with respect to the vehicle longitudinal axis of the
vehicle, the lighting device 24 can be embodied, for
example, as light emitting diodes which emit yellow light,
while the lighting device 14 can be designed to light the
underlying surface under the vehicle, for example as light
emitting diodes which emit white light.

Furthermore, the lighting devices 14 and 24 can also be
provided in different designs of illumination means. For
example, the lighting device 24 is designed to light the
surroundings of the vehicle by means of one or more
conventional incandescent lamps etc., while the lighting
device 14 is designed to light the underlying surface under
the vehicle as one or more light emitting diodes (LEDs).

In one refinement of the second exemplary embodiment it
is possible to provide that the nontranslucent dividing wall
18 in the lighting devices which are configured as headlight
(s) is omitted and the lighting device 14 and 24 are embodied
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as direction-dependent lighting devices 14, 24. The direc-
tional dependence of the lighting device 24 is preferably
selected such that the lighting device 24 only lights the
surroundings of the vehicle, for example, only the front, rear
and lateral surroundings of the vehicle. In contrast, the
directional dependence of the lighting device 14 is then
selected such that the lighting device 14 only lights the
underlying surface under the vehicle at predetermined points
and/or partially the vehicle bodywork, i.e. regions which are
not lit by the lighting device 24 and which therefore differ
partially or completely from the areas lit by the lighting
device 24.

The features of the invention which are disclosed in the
description above, in the drawings and in the claims can be
essential to the implementation of the invention, either
individually or in any desired combination.

The invention claimed is:

1. A maneuvering aid for a vehicle, comprising:

a lighting device configured to at least partially illuminate
one or both of an underlying surface underneath the
vehicle and a vehicle bodywork; and

a control device connected to and controlling said lighting
device between activation and deactivation, said con-
trol device being configured to control said lighting
device in dependence on at least one parameter selected
from the group consisting of a vehicle speed, a vehicle
acceleration, a distance of the vehicle from a roadway
boundary, and an obstacle in the roadway, said control
device being configured to activate said lighting device
when the vehicle speed drops below a predetermined
vehicle speed, the predetermined speed being a rela-
tively low speed, in particular a walking pace;

said lighting device being a maneuvering aid lighting
system controlled by said control device, separately
from a vehicle standard lighting system.

2. The maneuvering aid according to claim 1, wherein
said control device is configured to additionally control said
lighting device in dependence on whether or not a reverse
gear of the vehicle has been engaged, a low beam of the
headlight has been turned on, and/or in dependence on a
steering wheel turn angle.

3. The maneuvering aid according to claim 1, wherein
said control device is configured to deactivate said lighting
device when the vehicle speed exceeds a predetermined
vehicle speed and/or the vehicle acceleration exceeds a
predetermined vehicle acceleration.

4. The maneuvering aid according to claim 1, wherein
said control device is configured to activate said lighting
device when the distance of the vehicle from the roadway
boundary or to the obstacle in the roadway drops below a
predetermined distance.

5. The maneuvering aid according to claim 1, wherein
said control device is configured to deactivate said lighting
device when the distance of the vehicle from the roadway
boundary or from the obstacle in the roadway exceeds a
predetermined distance.

6. The maneuvering aid according to claim 1, configured
for a heavy-duty utility vehicle.

7. A vehicle, comprising a maneuvering aid according to
claim 1.

8. A method of providing maneuvering assistance in a
vehicle, the method which comprises:

providing a lighting device configured to illuminate at
least an underlying surface underneath the vehicle
and/or a bodywork of the vehicle;

selectively activating and deactivating the lighting device
in dependence on at least one parameter selected from
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the group consisting of a vehicle speed, a vehicle

acceleration, a distance of the vehicle from a roadway

boundary, and an obstacle in the roadway; and
deactivating the lighting device when the vehicle speed

exceeds a predetermined vehicle speed, the predeter-

mined speed being a relatively low speed, in particular

a walking pace;

providing the lighting device as a maneuvering aid light-
ing system and controlling the lighting device sepa-
rately from a vehicle standard lighting system.

9. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
providing and controlling the lighting device in a heavy-duty
utility vehicle.

10. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
providing a maneuvering aid according to claim 1 and
carrying out the method with the maneuvering aid.

11. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
additionally controlling the lighting device in dependence on
whether or not a reverse gear of the vehicle has been
engaged, a low beam of the headlight has been turned on,
and/or in dependence on a steering wheel turn angle.

12. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
activating the lighting device when the vehicle speed drops
below a predetermined vehicle speed and/or the vehicle
acceleration drops below a predetermined vehicle accelera-
tion.

13. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
activating the lighting device when the distance of the
vehicle from the roadway boundary or the obstacle in the
roadway drops below a predetermined distance.

14. The method according to claim 8, which comprises
deactivating the lighting device when the distance of the
vehicle from the roadway boundary or the obstacle in the
roadway exceeds a predetermined distance.

15. A headlight device for a vehicle, comprising:

a lighting device having first illumination means to at
least partially illuminate a surrounding of the vehicle
and second illumination means to illuminate an under-
lying surface underneath the vehicle and/or a vehicle
bodywork;

means for separating the first and second illumination
means embodied as one or both of the following:

a dividing wall in said lighting device disposed to
separate the first illumination means for lighting the
surroundings of the vehicle and said means for
lighting the underlying surface underneath the
vehicle and/or the vehicle bodywork so as to illumi-
nate at least partially different areas; and

a direction-dependent lighting device for respective
direction-dependent illumination of at least partially
different areas.

16. The headlight device according to claim 15, wherein
said lighting device includes light sources selected from the
group consisting of an incandescent lamp, gas discharge
lamp, arc lamp, and a light emitting diode.

17. The headlight device according to claim 15, further
comprising a control device connected to and controlling
said lighting device between activation and deactivation,
said control device being configured to activate said lighting
device when the vehicle speed drops below a predetermined
vehicle speed and/or when the vehicle acceleration drops
below a predetermined vehicle acceleration.

18. The headlight device according to claim 15, further
comprising a control device connected to and controlling
said lighting device between activation and deactivation,
said control device being configured to deactivate said
lighting device when the vehicle speed exceeds a predeter-
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mined vehicle speed and/or the vehicle acceleration exceeds
a predetermined vehicle acceleration.
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